The Epistle to the Romans
Study 8

Romans 4
1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 

4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: 

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 

25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.

The previous chapters deal with the truth that ‘all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.’  Whether they be Jews or Gentiles they are all guilty of breaking God’s laws.  The whole of chapter 4 is devoted entirely to Abraham.  Paul focuses on Abraham to illustrate the truth that man can only be right with God by faith in response to God’s grace.  In verses 6 to 8, Paul also cites the example of David to back this truth.

1. V  1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 

Qn:  What if Abraham, the father of the Jews, discovered that justification was by works?  What would be the consequence?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. V  3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

Qn:  How was Abraham justified?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  Cite examples in the Word of God that show Abraham believed God.  Was he a pagan before his call?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  If a person was justified by works Paul says, “…the reward (is) not reckoned of grace, but of debt.”  What does that mean?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  Was Abraham’s faith perfect?  Eg Telling Sarah his wife to pose as his sister in Egypt and taking Sarah’s advice to take her maid Hagar to wife to produce a son.  Comment on Rabbinical belief that Abraham had righteousness in himself.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Verses 5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

Qn:  What was David’s belief with regards to justification?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  Why did Paul cite David’s example?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. V 9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in

Many Jews believed that salvation was dependent on their obeying God to be circumcised. Since Abraham was circumcised so must they be.  These are quotations from Jewish scholars which show how much value Jews regarded circumcision to have.  “Rabbi Menachem in his ‘Commentary on the Books of Moses’ says, “Our Rabbins have said that no circumcised man will see hell.”  In the book of Akedath Jizehak it is taught that ‘Abraham sits before the gate of hell, and does not allow that nay circumcised Israelite should enter there.”  
Qn:  How did Paul dispel this belief of the Jews?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  What is the NT equivalent of circumcision?  Colossians 2:10-12, "And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead."  Comment on the relation between baptism and justification.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Verses 13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: 

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 

God promised Abraham and his seed that he should be the heir of the world.  He would be the heir of the world through his descendent, the promised Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who one day will return to rule the world.  All believers are heirs in that they make up the body of Christ, Who is the heir.  As far as God was concerned (verse 17),  His promise was already fulfilled when Abraham believed in Him.
This promise made to Abraham was not given through the law.  Abraham did not depend on his obedience of the law to receive the promise.  In fact, during the time of Abraham, the law was actually not given yet.  It was only given at the time of Moses, a few hundred years later.  It was given through the righteousness of faith in the one true living God, the only kind of righteousness that is recognized by God.
Qn:  What does the law do in verse 15?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: 

The Jews looking at Abraham, should have understood that justification was never through the observance of the law, since the law was given a few hundred years later.  But, if justification can only be obtained by those of the laws (ie the Jews through observance of the laws), which is utterly impossible, then what would happen to God’s promise?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  Are you thankful that God’s promises are not made to us upon the premise of our obeying God’s laws 100%?  Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Verse 16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 

Qn: The promise is of faith, that it might be by grace….. the whole point is this: God counts the believer’s faith as righteousness in order that salvation may be by grace.  Why is it so important to believers that salvation may be by grace?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  Strictly speaking, we are saved by faith or by grace?  Discuss.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Let’s analyse the faith of Abraham.
7. Verse 18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

Qn:  What did he hope for that was a seeming impossibility for him to hope for?  Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Qn:  Now what was he counting on for the fulfillment of God’s promise?  His faith or the object of his faith?  Is it important that we have great faith?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Verse 22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 

25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.

Qn:  Why does Holy Scripture record this truth “therefore it (meaning Abraham’s faith) was imputed to him for righteousness”?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Read this commentary on verses 24 & 25 by Charles Hodge:  With a dead Saviour, a savior over whom death had triumphed and held captive, our justification had been for ever impossible.  As it was necessary that the high priest, under the old economy, should not only slay the victim at the altar, but carry the blood into the most holy place, and sprinkle it upon the mercy-seat; so it was necessary not only that our great High Priest should suffer in the outer court, but that he should pass into heaven to present his righteousness before God for our justification.  Both, therefore, as the evidence of the acceptance of his satisfaction on our behalf, and as a necessary step to secure the application of the merits of his sacrifice, the resurrection of Christ was absolutely essential, even for our justification.  Comment on this commentary which makes reference to the offering made by the high priest on the Day of Atonement. (Leviticus 16).
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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